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In the world, a person sets himself up for ridicule who wants to practice a trade which he had
never learned or he had learned imperfectly. Thus, how many people call themselves Catholic but they
don’t know the first principles of faith. There are some who do not know the answers to questions such
as why we are here on earth, yet they dare to discuss faith, its principles and regulations.

Supposedly the famous Cardinal Ledochowski used to say that the catechism, that book that is
cast aside by so many, should be found in the hands of everyone and that sooner than any prayer book.

The catechism contains a great treasure. With the help of a catechism, you will learn what to
believe in and what you should do. You will learn what the Lord God did for you and what you should
now do for God. The catechism will tell you about the beginning of the world and what the end of the
world will be, what the beginning of people was like and what happens to people after death, what is
the reward for virtue and what kind of punishment is given for sin. These are the questions to which the
human mind constantly turns; the people of long ago sought the answers to these questions from so-
called sages of the world, but they either had no answers for these questions or they gave them answers
that were double meaning, or unclear or insufficient.

Further into the catechism you will find the story of the beginning and the end of the world and
the resurrection of the body. There are also descriptions of the immortality of the soul and the destiny
that awaits man. Everything that is most worthy of knowing about what had been, what is and what will
be; our duties towards God, our neighbor and ourselves. The means which we should use in order to live
in the grace of God, or if we have unfortunately lost this grace, how we can regain it. It teaches us the
path that we should follow in order to finally reach our goal. All of this is found in the catechism.

Thus it is from the catechism that we learn for what purpose we had been created and what we
must do in order to reach that purpose. We must continually recall to mind the truths of God and
refresh our minds for in the midst of our endeavors, efforts, problems and worries of daily life, some
things fall out of a person’s memory.

Finally, we must realize that it is not enough just to know the catechism, but we must conform
our life style to this knowledge for that is what the Savior taught when He said: “Blessed are they who
hear the Word of God and protect it.”
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December 5, 1954
| greet all of you my fellow country-men with the greeting, “Praised be Jesus Christ.”

The famous French philosopher Jouffrou not only did not profess the Catholic religion, but he
also showed deep prejudice against the Church and frequently attacked it. But in the end, something
snapped within him. His attacks and derision quieted; the philosopher radically changed his opinions
and this called forth astonishment and great panic among his followers.

Now listen carefully to what he wrote: “Take that little book from which the children learn in
church. There you will find the answers and the solutions to all the questions which | touch.

Ask a Christian from where the human species originated and he will know. Where do people
aim to go and he will know. Ask that little child why he is on earth and what will he be after death and
he will give you an amazing answer.

The beginning of the world, the origin of man, the calling of man in this world and in the next;
the relationship of man to his neighbor and to God, the laws on earth, over the world and all creation
are not things that are unknown to a Christian. All of this knowledge flows from the catechism with
unusual clarity and certainty. That is why | call Catholicism a great religion. | must refer to it
appreciatively because it does not leave any doubts in those matters which can interest people.

From this point to my talk entitled:
THE MEANS TO AN END

One of the most famous historians of the 19" century was, without the slightest doubt, the
Polish historian, Charles Szajnocha. As a student at the University of Lwow, he was unjustly thrown into
prison. In prison he lost his health and his vision was impaired but, through these physical misfortunes,
he found happiness because he recovered his faith. But let him tell you this himself.

“In prison | became absorbed in meditation. Suddenly and unexpectedly | dug up a grain of
religion which no doubt lies hidden in the depths of every soul. That grain or seed burst and flooded me
with contrite sorrow and a bean of glaring and striking splendor such as | had not known until then.

| fell to my knees and was half unconscious under this superior impression. For many hours | was
on my knees in prayer and in tears. A religious book would have then been my salvation. | asked the
prison guard for such. | was not permitted to have any.

| had a small book with myself, a French grammar book. On the very first pages, printed in both
Polish and French were the Our Father and the Hail Mary which became for me the entire book of life.

| pounced on them like a man dying of hunger pounces on saving food. That food strengthened
me. This religious fervor of being on bended knees, pious tears and prayer lasted for several days.
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After that, a blissful rest set in with an inner peace such as | had not known for many long years.
It is then that | regained my faith, that true gift of God that people value so little, and so often throw
away due to flimsy reasons.”

In this example, as we see, man plays the main role. He once had faith, but for some reason or
other he lost his faith somewhere on the road of life. For his good fortune, it was exactly in his
misfortune that he found God and regained his faith.

What is faith and what is the meaning of faith? For now it suffices for us to know that faith is
that virtue which is poured into a person’s heart by God.

The human mind can recognize many things but there are mysteries in natural, earthly,
temporal matters which the human mind does not know how to solve. This is even truer when it refers
to the knowledge of God.

| admit that a person can arrive at a knowledge of God, at least as far as the existence of God,
through the reflection or study of created things, as the Psalmist sings: “The heavens declared the glory
of God and the works of His hands and the works of His hands make known the firmament.”

St. Paul, the Apostle of Nations, writes: “For the unseen things of God, His eternal power and His
divinity are looked at the intellect, so that they cannot be pronounced.”

How poorly, how inaccurately, how even wrongly we would recognize God, if in order to achieve
this knowledge, we would depend only and exclusively on our intellect. We have an excellent example in
the pagans. The pagans were looking for God. Even the Greeks and the Romans, the most highly
educated pagan nations who became famous for education and the arts, created gods for themselves,
admiring in them their immoral passions, their vile tendencies, their criminal actions.

This is what the human intellects achieved. Here and there was found a wise person who
recognized the folly of these teachings about the gods, but such people knew very little about the true
God, about the true purpose of man and of the means to reach true happiness.

Thus the wise Socrates, looking at the disappearance of morality and at the customs that were
sinking to the level of a brute, called out - “If someone doesn’t come to disperse this thick fog, people
will never know how they should behave in the Presence of the highest Being or in the presence of
people.”

With his own strength and only his own intellect, man does not recognize his God. He lives in
darkness and uncertainties. As a result of this, such a person can neither love God properly nor can he
serve God properly.

Such a person does not know what God forbids, what God commands or what God demands of
him. This is very evident and sis understood. Furthermore, even if a person knew God, even if he wanted
to love God and to serve God, he wouldn’t be able to fulfill these duties for the simple reason that he, of
himself, is too weak.
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The goal marked out for man is too high for him. As a result of original sin, man’s intellect is
darkened and his will power is weakened. To achieve his goal, he must go up the levels of humility,
obedience, chastity, dedication and mortification. For all of this, man is too weak and just doesn’t have
the strength.

In his path there stands the world, his body and the Angel of Darkness. These enemies are
forceful, united and very cunning. They are not at all particular about their means just as long as they
can deceive, swindle and ensnare a person.

A man — what is he? The Bible defines him as dust and ashes, dried hay, a faded leaf, a shadow
and a cobweb. However, what man cannot achieve by himself he can achieve through God if God shows
him the way, and also if God assists him in his incompetence and debility and our gcod and merciful God
does this.

Not only did He mark out a goal for man, but He also clearly showed him the way to that goal
and clearly told him how he should behave on that way; knowing how weak and defective man is, God
supports him on this road so that he would reach his goal.

Nevertheless, on account of man’s free will, the activity of God does not suffice. Just as the poet
sang, “God can, by Himself destroy this world and make another, yet without our help He cannot save
us.” We must, as a recompense, earn our salvation. In what way? If we travel the road that God has
pointed out for us.

In other words, if we will believe in that which God teaches us, and if we will do that which God
commands us, and if we will use the means which He so magnanimously gives us. One of these means,
and it is the main one, if faith. That faith which the Savior earned for us, we receive through holy
Baptism.

Faith is to some degree the supernatural light which reveals to us everything that is needed for
salvation. In this light of faith, a person recognizes God, himself and the world. A little child is already
attached to God through its imagination, even before his mind begins to work.

A pious mother shows him a small crucifix, or a holy picture of the Savior and says: “Kiss this for
this is God.” And the child kisses that image, draws it to his lips and hugs it to his heart. That’s the child’s
first acquaintance with God, that first religious act, that first prayer of a child. In the same measure that
the mind develops his understanding of God develops.

Again the mother is the first priest and teacher. The child repeats the Our Father, the Hail Mary,
| believe in God and the Ten Commandments at first like a phonograph or a parrot, even
mispronouncing words, later remembering all the words better and better and even without any
education, somehow understanding the words of these prayers.

Thus, such a child, according to St. Augustine, is wiser than all the pagan sages, for such a child
knows why he is on this world, while the pagan sages did not know how to answer that question.
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Faith is a treasure. It is a great treasure. Without faith in that which God has revealed, one
cannot arrive at the recognition of God, for faith teaches us about God. The Apostle Paul writes: anyone
approaching God must first believe that God exists.

If you want to undertake a far-off journey, you go to some trustworthy person who knows the
way, to give you exact and detailed directions, if you listen to him and follow all of his directions, you
will reach your destination without any problem. But, if you are stubborn and refuse any advice, and go
on that trip blindly you will make mistakes and you’ll never reach your goal. ?

The Lord God gives us the most exact directions for the road to our goal. Do we want to reach
that goal? Then, we have to totally depend upon God Who is absolute truth and whose truth is
permanent and unchanging. But, just to recognize God is not enough. We have an obligation to love God
and to serve God and through faith, He shows us the road to Himself. God even moved further in His
infinite goodness, giving man certain recommendations and rules. We call these recommendations and
rules the Commandments.

Our love for God as well as our service demands the observance of these commandments. The
love of God is not only some type of feeling, it is not limited to the heart and is not locked into the heart,
but shows itself externally in the conscientious observance of the commandments of God.

“This is the love of God,” says the Apostle John, “that we keep His commandments, and His
commandments are not burdensome.” The Savior Himself taught that our eternal happiness depends on
our observance of the commandments when He said, “If you want to enter into eternal life, keep the
commandments.”

A person can be compared to a traveler in the wilderness. He moves wearily from foot to foot.
Perspiration pours from his brow and his tongue has stuck to his palate. It seems that he will soon fall
over, but he then chances upon a source of clear, clean water. From this source, he drinks to satiate his
thirst, rises totally refreshed and goes further.

Something similar happens on the road of life leading to God. There are times when we are
exhausted by adversities, difficulties and battles and we drop our hands for it seems that we cannot
drag ourselves any further but, then the good God reaches out with His right hand to support and lead
us. With His grace He supports our weakness and helps us to observe His commandments.

He attached these graces to certain means which we must use if we want to receive help from
God. These means or channels of God’s grace are especially the offering of Holy Mass, the sacraments
and prayer.

Theologians teach us that the Sacrifice of Holy Mass is the best means of praising God, thanking
God for all the graces already received and begging God for the needed new graces. They explain to us
that the Savior instituted the holy sacraments to cleanse us from sins and to grant us the graces that we
need to fulfill the duties of our state of life.
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Finally, we need prayer because prayer is the key to heaven and obtains for us graces from God.
Our Savior clearly promises that to us with the words: “Ask and it will be given to you.” Above all, we
should pray for perseverance in good for only he who reaches the goal receives the prize. St. Augustine
reminds us of this when he says” “Let us believe that no one enters heaven whom God did not call; none
of those who are called achieve salvation without the help of God and God gives that help only through
prayer.”

In these few Sunday talks | tried to show you in clear words why God gave us this earthly life. It
was mainly that we would know God, love God and serve Him faithfully. Furthermore, | tried to show
you that we will know God, love God and we will faithfully serve Him if we believe everything that God
has revealed to us, if we will observe the commandments of God that He gave us and if we use the
means which God established for the reception or for the asking of the necessary graces of God.

That’s all in order you say, but, at the same time you give me such questions: “Therefore, now
tell us where we can learn about all this more precisely and in greater detail? Just wait a little while and |
will tell you, and my answer will amaze you. Will | advise you to read theological books? Not at all! Will |
hand you the arguments of Christian philosophers with pagan sages? Also no!

I will hand you a booklet called a catechism; there in short, in a summary you will find, in
ordinary clear words a write-up and the explanation of the Catholic faith.

Even a person as Diderot, a French philosopher and an enemy of the Church, taught his
daughter the catechism maintaining — that nothing on earth can take the place of the catechism. Let me
tell you at this moment from the sincerity of my heart that the short clarification of Sunday’s Gospel is
not sufficient, and such sermons do not take the place of the catechism.

If ever it is exactly in these present times that we need a thorough and exact knowledge of
religion. Very difficult times have befallen the Catholic Church, the Catholic faith and the faithful people.
Unbelievers, atheists and the embittered impious are attacking the Catholic religion in a tricky manner
for they see that our Church, one, Catholic and irreconcilable stands in their way and crosses their plans.

How can a Catholic successfully resist the attempts of these enemies of God and the faith if he is
not acquainted with the catechism? And no doubt everyone will admit that as regards religious
enlightenment, we have a rather large number of negligent and cold Catholics. This is nothing new or
nothing strange. The Apostle Paul wrote about such: “There are some who have no knowledge of God.”

There are some, who at the mention of the need of using a catechism, laugh and mumble —
“What an odd person that Father Justin is! He wants me to study the catechism again? Why | already
knew the catechism when | was a young lad.”

“Good, I'll admit that at that time you recognized the main principles in the catechism. But, with
the years your mind has expanded. Today you understand things better and more perfectly than you did
back then. Therefore, from time to time you should read that catechism so that you do not forget what
is written there because the catechism is a short outline of our entire religion.




